Every one practically engaged in the study of the public health is aware of the great value justly attached to the death rates of young children, as indicating the favourable or unfavourable sanitary position of a community. Indeed, it is too obvious to require proof, that whatever may be the local circumstances surrounding the life of the adult, the ability to rear a healthy offspring in sufficiently large numbers is one of the first conditions of national existence.
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The community which, either from non-production, or from the production of sickly and fragile children, fails to bring its full quota to the stock of life necessary for the national well-being, is not in a satisfactory position. It has ceased to be self-sustaining, and is either declining in numbers and vigour, or it is maintaining itself at the expense of other communities more favourably placed. Nay more, a community thus degenerating is in all probability always a cause of more or less active mischief to others, and so to the nation at large. In so far as it produces diseased lives, or lives prone to disease, it tends to infect the healthy stock of the nation with corresponding diseases and liabilities. No 
